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Upper Campus students volunteering at California's Coastal Cleanup Day in September

A Note from Scott Riches
Now that we have had a month of school under
our belts, students, faculty, and parents are
settling into a regular routine. Field trips, sporting
events, and class drama productions are now in
full swing. There have also been a number of
parent social events and grade-level coffees
within the past month. It has been wonderful to
see and participate in these joyful activities that
continue to build on the sense of family and
community that is fostered at Pinewood.
Scott Riches, President and Head of School

Scott Riches competes for team Gold during
Homecoming Week at Upper Campus
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Mr. Zmuda's science class

and so much more...
1

PINEWOOD SCHOOL • ALL-SCHOOL NEWSLETTER • OCTOBER 2022-23

Ms. Ventrice instructs high
school students in biology class

Academic Profile

What Makes Pinewood's K-12 Science
Program Uniquely Excellent
by Pinewood's Science Department Heads: Kimberly Hudson
(7-12), Paul Zmuda (3-6), and Heidi Ravizza (K-2)
Earlier this year, a young Pinewood student used a microscope
for the first time. With some skepticism, she placed a drop of
water onto the slide and followed her teacher’s instructions to
magnify the tiny dewdrop to 40 times its original size. What she
saw astonished her. There was a tiny world of objects and
creatures, invisible to the naked eye, living inside the bubble of
water. As with all curious scientists, this young girl’s findings
brought about many questions. What were the tiny creatures
called? How did they get there? What else could be hiding in this
tiny world, waiting to be discovered?

All children are born
curious. Our goal is to
keep them that way.
This young student’s experience is typical in a Pinewood science
class. All children are born curious. Our goal is to keep them
that way. We designed our curriculum to spark curiosity, create
feelings of enjoyment, and provide practical skills. We cover a
wide range of topics and units, all of which involve hands-on
ways for students to ask questions and find answers.
Continued on page 4

Views from the Kayak
Pinewood junior Makena Matula recently
took over the @ourpinewood Instagram
account on her marine biology field trip to
Elkhorn Slough. As Makena shared
glimpses of otters, pelicans, eelgrass
isopods, and other marine organisms, her
passion for learning shone brightly
through. Take Makena's tour of the
slough here – don't miss it!
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connecting the language to the history and
geography unit. Then, students and teachers alike say
hello and goodbye in their new language as they
leave the classroom.
“Learning to count in different languages helped me
see that some languages are alike,” said Riley T. And
public speaking doesn’t have to be that scary. As
Nihira T. reflected, “It was fun to learn from my
friends and to teach them too.” And sometimes,

Everybody
Counts
by Emily Cardenas
In 2019, Kindergarten teacher Julie Andresen was
struck by the sheer amount of diversity in her
classroom. There were so many students from so
many different places! While her class learned to
count in English and Spanish, students were telling
her they could speak other languages, too. So, Mrs.
Andresen sent a message to parents: would your
child be interested in teaching the class how to count
in a different language and say “hello” and “goodbye”?
The answer was a resounding yes. That first year, they
wrote all the languages they covered on the board:
19! The next year, they continued on with the project,
but had to take a break with covid. Now the
kindergarten class is back and is counting once again.
This year they’ll cover Arabic, Cantonese, Chinese,
Dutch, French, German, Hindi, Hungarian,
Indonesian, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Shanghainese,

different languages use different characters. “I liked
learning the different symbols for the numbers,” said
Madeleine T.
After each presentation, Mrs. Andresen puts together
a video or slideshow with captions and shares them
with the class—even if their child didn’t teach a
language, they are still enthusiastic to learn from
their peers.
Lower Campus teachers are eager to get involved,
too. Music teacher Debbie Ditton taught the class to
count in Dutch, and Head of Lower Campus Sarah
Haun shared her competency in Arabic. She talked to
all three kindergarten sections about the four years
she spent in Morocco, and students were able to ask
her questions about everything from what she ate to
what kinds of animals lived there. And the students
appreciated her visit: “Having Mrs. Haun, our
principal, teach us Arabic was so fun!” exclaimed
James C.
During recess, teachers frequently overhear kids
using their new number skills, and students come
into class every day asking the number one question:
“What language are we learning today?!” •

Tamil, Telugu, and Russian.
At the beginning of the year, Mrs. Andresen sends a
note home asking if students happen to speak
another language, and if so, would like to teach the
class how to count. Parents, she says, have been
enthusiastic, getting the opportunity to work with
their child on their first public speaking presentation.
Many children will even get some help from parents
and make a poster. The day of the presentation, the
student holds up one finger at a time as they count
and the class repeats along. The student also finds

Mrs. Andresen and her kindergarten
students practice counting in Italian

the location of his or her country on the map,
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Dana R., 4th Grade

Mr. Zmuda teaches
4th-grade science

Continued • What Makes Pinewood's K-12
Science Program Uniquely Excellent
Pinewood’s K-12 Science Program Educational Philosophy

Casey W., 4th Grade

Rosie W., 4th Grade

Science instruction is important because it encourages curiosity, connects
students with their surroundings, develops their senses, and gives them a
more acute awareness of the world around them. Well-run science
programs help youth develop important life skills, including
communication, focus, organization, and forming opinions based on
observations. At our three campuses, we teach students to both consume
science and perform science. Consuming science involves accumulating and
processing facts, concepts, and universal truths discovered by others.
Performing science—which includes asking deep questions, forming
hypotheses, completing experiments, recording observations, analyzing
results, and sharing findings with others—is an important lifelong process
that can be taught from an early age and enhanced through the high
school years. By encouraging both consuming and performing, our
curriculum and teaching practices enable students to grow up to be
curious, confident learners who routinely ask deep questions and feel
confident exploring the world around them.
We feel very lucky to teach science at Pinewood. Our school has the
leadership, resources, support systems, structure, and vision to support a
high-quality science program. Our students' curiosity, enthusiasm, and
eagerness to learn help inspire us to be the best teachers possible. We are
privileged to have the opportunity to teach your children, and we hope
they enjoy science class as much as we enjoy teaching it.
Continued on page 5
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Kindergarteners observe their classroom
fish pond in Ms. Ravizza's science class

Continued • What Makes Pinewood's
K-12 Science Program Uniquely
Excellent
Lower Campus
Students come to Lower Campus with excitement and
eagerness about learning. The Lower Campus science program
builds on this, fostering curiosity and discovery. We make
students aware of the natural world around them, and we help
them to make connections in their own lives. Lower Campus
science lessons begin with leveled readings, then reinforce
concepts with hands-on activities and experiments. Afterward,
the students share their findings and ideas with their peers to
learn from each other. Lessons finish with journal writing using
rich vocabulary.
The topics covered in kindergarten build the foundation for 1st
grade and continue through 2nd grade. During their time at
Lower Campus, students learn about plants, animals, weather,
land changes, the sun, moon, and stars, and how humans
impact the Earth. Science at Lower Campus is designed to be
interesting, useful, and fun. Science involves trying new things
and making predictions (even without knowing all the right
answers). We have made our classroom a safe place so the
students can feel comfortable experimenting and taking
chances—all of which leads to learning. We communicate about
the standards and observe each other’s lessons to ensure we
are laying the foundation for success in future years. We each
make sure we are doing our best to give our students a superb
education. Continued on page 8

Coastal Cleanup Day
On September 17th, The Green Coalition
and Ocean Ambassadors Club teamed up
again for California’s Coast Cleanup Day.
Twenty-five 7th and 9th-12th grade
Pinewood volunteers cleaned up San
Gregorio State Beach and the stretch of
Highway 1 that runs along it. The group
ended up with numerous bags of trash and
recycling, and even brought usable
recycling and car parts back to campus for
the Visual Art & Design and Performing
Arts Departments.
5
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hard to join the "Zero Waste Club," a group that
produces zero food waste after each meal. One
highlight was that on their third day at camp, there
were only 1.5 pounds of food waste–quite an
accomplishment.

Bringing the
Outside In
The 6th-Grade Adventure to Bodega Bay
by Emily Cardenas

This year, the 6th graders at Middle Campus started
off the school year with a four-day class trip to
experience the natural wonders of Bodega Bay. With
over twenty new students in the 6th-grade class, it
was important to encourage students to make new
friendships—and of course, strengthen existing ones.
Classmates got to know and trust each other while
building rapport against the spectacular backdrop of
Bodega Bay and the surrounding area of Caritas
Creek at the Catholic Charities CYO Camp.
When students, teachers, and parent chaperones
arrived at the campsite, the community-building
began. Students were assigned three groups—cabin,
hiking, and meal—that included different sets of
students, which encouraged mingling with classmates
they maybe hadn’t spent as much time with. Student
Shanku P. thought this was a highlight. “I feel like
before a lot of people only spent time with their
friends, but since our meal groups, cabin groups, and
hiking groups were all dispersed, we got to know
each other better and it was fun getting to know new
people.”

And students got to enjoy their bonding experiences
while exploring nature—all without any electronics.
They could focus instead on hiking, exploring, playing
games in the wilderness, and singing camp songs.
Some went on a Polar Bear Plunge—10 seconds in
the stream—and others had an epic canoe battle that
included algae throwing. Ga-ga ball, archery, and arts
and crafts were also popular electives. Perhaps most
importantly, students got to experience–and
experiment in–nature. For example, they learned that
an organism called "ice plant" is an invasive species in
Bodega Bay and in many other beaches in the
western United States, sucking nearly all the moisture
out of the soil and leaving behind no water for other
plants to grow. The students literally got a taste of the
moisture-sucking power of the ice plant by putting a
small part of it on their tongues. This harmless but
powerful activity temporarily dried out the students’
tongues and showed them what a small piece of ice
plant could do. To top it all off, the students also had
an “ice plant battle,” which involved digging up part of
the ice plant and tossing it around, much like a
snowball fight. It was fun for the students while
clearing out a small part of the ice plant so that other
plants could have more room to grow.
Many students also challenged themselves to do
things they had never done before, leading to a true
sense of accomplishment. The Night Hike in
particular was a source of pride for many students.
As Sasha S. explained, “We didn’t have flashlights so
our only light was the sky and we went alone. I never
thought I’d been scared of the dark but that’s because
I had only encountered it only in my bedroom. And
now I definitely know I’m not scared of the dark!” >

The meal groups were both fun and full of learning
experiences. At the end of each meal, students and
staff pooled together all of their food scraps in a large
bucket and weighed them. This led to discussions
about the amount of energy and resources it takes to
grow and produce foods, and how much of this
energy is wasted if food is only partially eaten. In
subsequent meals, students encouraged each other
to only take food that they would actually eat, trying
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Continued
Bringing the Outside In
Science teacher and chaperone Paul Zmuda shed a

Pinewood Goes
to Washington

little more light on the Night Hike. “Even without
flashlights, the human eye is good at adjusting to
seeing in the dark as long as there is a small bit of
moonlight or starlight. However, one of the first
things to stop working in low light is the human eye's
ability to see color. In the near darkness, students
tried to determine the color of various crayons,
markers, beads, and other objects,” he explained.
“The students realized that although they could see
the shape of the objects relatively clearly, they could
not determine colors without more light. Near the
end of the night hike, students walked through thick
forests that blocked out the light of the stars and
moon. Hiking in these pitch-black conditions forced
students to rely on their other senses (hearing and
touch) to navigate their surroundings. The students
learned that animals do this all the time.”

From the home of Thomas Jefferson to the Martin
Luther King., Jr Memorial, the 8th graders had a
great time during their September visit to
Jamestown, Williamsburg, and Washington, D.C.
Students spent five days learning about
everything from how indigenous Americans lived
to how George Washington led the United States
to victory in the Revolutionary War. The students
toured the White House, the Capitol Building,
several Smithsonians, and most of the memorials.
They also watched the Changing of the Guard at
Arlington National Cemetery, sat in on a U.S.

In addition to exploring the natural world, students
also had the opportunity to reflect on how each
person is part of the greater community. That sense
of a stronger community was present from the
moment students stepped off the bus and returned

Senate vote, and ate fried chicken at the famous
Michie Tavern. It truly was the trip of a lifetime!
Kyle Riches documented the whole D.C. trip in stories
on the @ourpinewood account. Take a look!

to Middle Campus for pickup after being away from
their families for four days. Illika K. noted, “It helped
everyone get closer and people were spending time
together with people they wouldn’t usually spend
time with.”
The parents and teachers enjoyed the adventure as
much as the campers, and relished the time in the
great outdoors. Parent chaperone Larry Chu shared,
“Joining their hiking groups and listening to their
fireside chats, you learn about their fears and
aspirations as they begin to make adult choices. I
highly recommend participating in a student trip like
this if you wish to learn more about what’s going on
in the mind of your child.” •

Ayan S., 2nd Grade
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Continued • What Makes
Pinewood's K-12 Science Program
Uniquely Great?
Middle Campus

High school
biology students
in the laboratory

Once students reach Middle Campus, they broaden
their range of scientific knowledge and deepen their
previous science experience. During their four years
at Middle Campus, students spend time learning
about a wide range of topics, including properties of
water, ecosystems, food chains, environmental
protection, geology, the human body, basic physics,
the scientific method, energy, electricity, and
astronomy. Students learn through a combination of
demonstrations, story-based lessons, hands-on
activities, and multi-step experiments. This
combination of different learning practices allows
students with different strengths to learn concepts
in the ways they are most comfortable with. It also
challenges them to learn in ways that are less
familiar. Journaling and writing activities are also
important parts of science class because they allow
students to explain what they notice, what questions
they have, and what they wonder about when
making observations during demonstrations and
experiments. These valuable insights help teachers
guide their instruction to help satisfy the curiosity of
the students. The upper elementary and early
middle school years are important developmental
periods for children, and our teaching practices and
curriculum create a love of science that students
carry with them to Upper Campus.

Upper Campus

foundation for chemistry and biology to follow. 10th
graders go on to explore the challenges of
chemistry, and finally, satisfy their science
requirements with biology as 11th graders. A vast
majority of our students take far more than the basic
science requirements. Many students double up on
the sciences in their junior year by taking AP
Chemistry or Honors Biology. Some students begin
science electives including marine biology, anatomy,
and physiology. Senior year is another opportunity
to engage in more science exploration or double up
on the sciences with Honors Biology II, Advanced
Topics, AP Physics C, and the science electives.
Across all science curricula, Pinewood junior high
and high school courses emphasize scientific
thinking and design, the development of good
scientific practices, understanding and developing
scientific models, and applying math skills to
appropriately analyze data and evaluate results.
Students develop scientific communication skills
through oral and written work, including how to
write lab reports, research papers, and essay
responses using correct structure and language.
These skills are realized through regular and diverse

Pinewood’s science curriculum in junior high and

laboratory experiences across all courses. We teach

high school carries on the values and goals of earlier

through labs, and we know that’s how students learn

years. While students engage in science courses at

best. Field trips and experiences outside the

Upper Campus, they use the foundational skills

classroom complement this approach. As science

they’ve developed to tackle a rigorous sequence of

teachers, we are always looking for opportunities to

required and elective courses. We begin by having all

share the real world with our students.

7th and 8th graders engage in the Amplify Science
curriculum in life science and earth science. Students

By graduation, Pinewood students are ready to

dive into how scientists work, write, read, think, and

tackle the challenges of science courses in college

argue. They apply what they have learned along the

because they have developed the thinking and

way in engineering challenges that connect them to

communication skills necessary to function as

problem-solving in the real world.

informed citizens and critical thinkers. They are
ready to evaluate any kind of scientific information

Once students reach high school, they begin 9th

and are prepared to make informed decisions on a

grade with algebra-based physics to lay the

daily basis. •
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What was one moment from the past month that
made you feel proud to be a Panther?

It was so much fun to watch the 2G production of The
Jungle Book this month. From the auditions to the final
show, and everything in between, it was purely magical.
I am thrilled to have our students performing again, and
parents on campus helping with the plays. The cherry
on top was enjoying refreshments together while we
congratulated the young actors and actresses on their
accomplishments after the show.
Sarah Haun, Head of Lower Campus

It was a joy to watch our students engage in the
student council election process. I most certainly felt
Panther Pride watching the 52 candidates (yes…you
read that right!) deliver their speeches with courage
and conviction, but I felt proudest of the children
who did not win. They responded to defeat with
maturity and character—pushing past their own
disappointment to cheer on their peers.
Brynn Hambly, Head of Middle Campus

Nothing showcases the Pinewood spirit more than
watching Myles Fox, a 12th grader, organize a 7th-grade
football game at lunch. This made me proud to be a
Panther because it was the embodiment of leadership
and community building across grade levels.
Haley Hemm, Assistant Head of Upper Campus

One of my favorite moments from this month goes
all the way back to Back-to-School Night on
September 1st. Having a Parent Social was a new
addition to our evening and it made me so proud to
see the Murphy Patio filled with parents building
community together.
Gabriel Lemmon, Head of Upper Campus
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A New Era
Visual Art & Design at Pinewood
The Upper Campus Art Department is now The Visual Art
& Design Department. This new name better reflects the
substance of our course offerings and curriculum and

Bridget Reese • 11th Grade

aligns us with contemporary art and design practices.
This shift is concurrent with some professional
development work in our department. Our Department
Head, Joy Blalock, has begun a five-module User-Centered
Design (UX/UI) Certificate with Parsons School of Design in
NYC. The program is an asynchronous five-module
certificate program, and Joy is starting Module One in
October to finish all modules by July 2023. This professional
development opportunity will pave the way for the Visual
Arts & Design Department to more meaningfully align with
our Computer Science Department, offer our students

Caden Ng • 11th Grade

21st-century design education, and enhance our existing
robust art and design curriculum. Pinewood will also be
one of the first high schools in our area to provide
coursework that will introduce students to the
contemporary field of User Experience and User Interface
Design.
We currently offer Graphic Design 1 and Graphic Design 2,
where students learn UX & UI design principles, design
thinking methods, and industry software such as Adobe
Creative Suite and Figma. In addition, we plan to develop a
new UX & UI Design elective course if there is student
interest in exploring UX & UI more deeply. This new class
would result in a portfolio involving mobile app layout
design, website design, user interface design, and testing.
The Visual Art & Design Department hopes to continue
collaborating across disciplines as we move into this new
exciting era!

Sally King • 12th Grade
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How does your gift
make an impact?
Watch and see.

Don't Miss a
Moment
Follow @ourpinewood
on Instagram for K-12
highlights throughout
each week.

On September 23rd, we launched the
2022-23 Annual Fund First Campaign.
This campaign is the most critical
fundraising effort for the year and
provides resources for Pinewood
faculty to deliver exceptional
experiences for our students. Like all
other independent schools, Pinewood
relies on these funds that are included
in our budget for the current year to
carry out program improvements for
students across grades. All funds raised
during this campaign are spent in the
current academic year. We hope your
family will consider supporting the
Annual Fund First campaign and help us
make exceptional possible.

Make Your Gift Today!

This newsletter is
brought to you by
Come spend a fun afternoon with us at Pinewood's annual Jamboree! This
beloved Pinewood tradition brings the whole school together to celebrate
our community. We’ll have K-12 student musical performances, carnival
games, inflatables, food treats, and more. Join us!

the Pinewood
Communications
Team. Thank you
for reading!

Saturday, October 15th • 12:00-4:00 pm • Upper Campus
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